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Chapter 1:  The Other Boris.

 The People of the Community of Hackney wish to propose vast amendments to the 

appeal for redevelopment of the Boris Limited Warehouse standing at 87-95 Hertford Road, 

N1 5AG. What is slated by the developer, Serdnol Properties SA, is quoted as “1,858 square 

meters of commercial space and nine new build terraced houses”, offering a sea of sameness 

to the area. Hackney is often described as an up-and-coming neighborhood. Rather, it is in 

a constant state of flux, and the building in question deserves to be a practical part of its 

current transition. As the facade stands, a boarded up boundary, somewhat dilapidated 

with rotting wood and rusted sign, one could imagine a city of squatters, as in the old New 

York tenements or East London slums, or more historically accurate, the tenants of the 

adjacent workhouse or personnel of this warehouse. This building has watched with its 

countenance the transformation of Hackney and the story of the politics of labour through 

central London which laid the foundation for its construction as an integral part not only 

of London’s history but of the lineage of western socialism. Boris Limited is not an icon, 

no great architect conceived its structure, no famous author resided there, and no great 

political movement hatched from an embryo within its walls. But what it stands for, the 

historic web which emanates from it and what its face has subsequently witnessed is the 

narrative of the development of socialism and modernity in the post-Eurocentric city. The 

people of the community of Hackney propose that 87-95 Hertford Road is worth saving.

http://www.hackney.gov.uk/Assets/Documents/db_caa_b.pdf

http://www.debeauvoir.org.uk/boris.html

http://www.mgl-architects.com/MGL.swf

http://www.kcaac.majames.com/2010-01_comments.html#L7

http://idox.hackney.gov.uk/WAM/showCaseFile.do;jsessionid=59BF15497A94632A61F3B85B7334BDF6?action

=show&appType=Planning&appNumber=2005/2791
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Chapter 2: Charles Booth’s Poverty Map of London

  The story of the Boris Limited warehouse begins prior to its construction 

in 1913 as the site for gas meter manufacture. The Victorian Era saw massive poverty and 

civil inequalities which spread famine and disease through London. At this point the East 

was largely “well-to-do” as described by Charles Booth, a socialist and philanthropist, 

and the son of Charles Booth I, a wealthy ship owner and corn merchant. East London 

was a playground for the wealthy; games took place near the Hackney Marshes like horse 

paddling, racing horses through the marsh, and pig swinging where pig’s tails would be 

greased and participants would take turns attempting to swing the pig by its tail overhead. 

Factories and industry was also largely housed in Hackney, Stoke Newington, Islington, 

and Shoreditch, the sector to which Boris was soon to be inducted. Becoming familiar 

with the conditions of paupers in London and sensitive to the social injustices manifesting, 

Booth undertook a survey project to document poverty throughout London. From 1886 to 

1903 Booth and his small team walked house to house surveying in the East and quickly 

expanded to all of central London on a street by street basis. The outcome was the Inquiry 

into the Life and Labour of the People of London.  Booth was somewhat remarkable for a 

Victorian Englishman in that he saw and understood the inequalities of society and aimed 

at evaluating London life scientifically and thoroughly in the hopes of affecting positive 

change. Far more interesting however than his unusual attitude toward charity were his 

affiliations, a thread which can be traced through the institutions that created the London left. 

*see reproduction of Booth’s Poverty Map on pages  1, 3 available through the AA Library as 
well as the LSE archive

Section from Edward Weller’s 1868 Map of London locating the site to become Boris Limited Warehouse, 1913



Chapter 3: The Economist

 The Economist is considered one of the world’s leading weekly news and opinion magazines 

according to the Encyclopedia Britannica . The publication is known for its social-libertarian 

slant and maintains that free markets provide the best method of running economies and 

governments. The Economist was founded in 1843 by James Wilson with assistance from the Anti-

Corn Law League . England’s Corn Laws, regulations governing the import and export of grain, 

had been established in the 12th century but became politically crucial in the early 19th century 

as manufacturers had been prevented from over-expansion, and the growing population was 

triggering grain shortages. The publication was used to address political and economic concerns 

which had direct effects on the labour force as well as the merchant class of London’s East End. 

The Economist claims to “offer clear reporting”; however it does so with a distinctly socio-

liberal point-of-view. Their headquarters sit at 25 James Street, London, SW1A 1HG, a 15 

minute walk from the Fabian Society headquarters and across Hyde Park from the Societies 

original headquarters in the Essex Unitarian Church. The church was the original meeting 

house of the Fabian Society, an extremely leftist and socialist minded political society 

which Charles Booth’s cousin (Charles Booth I’s niece) was instrumental in founding.

http://www.economist.com/help/about-us

https://store.economist.com/Product-The_Economist_historical_archive-EHG(2)-8AHQ(618).aspx

Section from Edward Weller’s 1868 Map of London locating The Economist headquarters

 1. The Inquiry into the Life and Labour of the People of London is now held and accessed through the archive of the library at the 
London School of Economics.
2. Encyclopædia Britannica. (2014) Online ed.  The Economist. Accessed 26 April, 2014.
3. Although I have found no direct evidence as of yet, it would be wise to investigate the involvement of Charles Booth I, the 
wealthy corn merchant whose son is responsible for the 1889 Poverty Map of London.



Chapter 4: Educate, Agitate, Organize

 The Fabian Society, founded in 1884 was an association of British socialists who 

advocate gradual reforms inspiring a non-Marxist evolutionary socialism. Founding members 

include authors Sidney and Beatrice Webb , George Bernard Shaw, Elizabeth Nesbit, 

H.G. Wells and Scottish philosopher Thomas Davidson, and quickly attracted many other 

prominent figures interested in the socio-political climate of London. There was a sharp 

increase in socialist concerns in the 1880s which has returned to contemporary western 

politics in an attempt to resolve the conundrums of rampant capitalism.  The Fabian Society 

publishes a great deal of material to both begin and influence what they deem as relevant 

conversations in contemporary politics and social movements, but they classify themselves 

as a think tank rather than a political party or movement or an educational or publishing 

organization. The Society is editorially independent and disclaimers are printed on all of 

their literature absolving the society of responsibility for its content stating the opinions 

come from the authors alone. Although legally independent, the Society maintains a strong 

affiliation with the London School of Economics and the Labour Party of England both of 

which were founded by early Fabians. Their current promotional material, essays, topic 

discussions, and manifestos are written by members of the Society as well as professors at 

the LSE and ranking members of the Labour Party. According to their literature the Society, 

aims to promote greater equality of power, wealth and opportunity; the value of collective 

action and public service; an accountable, tolerant and active democracy; citizenship, liberty 

and human rights; sustainable development; and multilateral international cooperation.

 The Society has a long history of political involvement with its affiliation to the 

Labour Party, the liberal left. The Fabians lobbied for the introduction of a minimum wage 

in 1906 largely led by Beatrice Webb and Charles Booth and for a universal health care 

system in 1911. The lineage continues in 1923 when over 20 Fabians were elected to British 

Parliament, and in 1945 when World War II broke out 229 Fabians were elected. The Society 

headquarters were originally located in the Essex Unitarian Church , and are currently 

situated in London at 61 Petty France, London, SW1H 9EU.  Both the Fabian Society and 

The Economist are a twenty minute tube or bus ride from the London School of Economics.

Section from Edward Weller’s 1868 Map of London locating The Fabian Society headquarters

4.  Beatrice Webb is the cousin of Charles Booth, and niece of Charles Booth I.
5.  Charles Booth I was a prominent Unitarian although the Society has no religious ties.

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=the+fabian+society&rlz=1C1DVCR_enDK490DK490&oq=the&aqs=chrome
.5.69i60l3j69i59l3.3231j0j4&sourceid=chrome&es_sm=93&ie=UTF-8

http://www.fabians.org.uk/

http://www.systemdns.us:9722/loc.svr.b/books/NEWER%20ADDITIONS/Political-Frameworks/
fabianismempirem00shawuoft[1].pdf

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=the+fabian+society&rlz=1C1DVCR_enDK490DK490&oq=the&aqs=chrome.5.69i60l3j69i59l3.3231j0j4&sourceid=chrome&es_sm=93&ie=UTF-8


Chapter 5: The London School of Economics and Political Science

 Four Fabians, Beatrice and Sidney Webb, Graham Wallas and George Bernard 

Shaw founded the London School of Economics with an endowment left to the Fabian 

Society and the school still houses the Societies archives. The founders of the school were 

philanthropists, philosophers, and sociologists. In fact the school offered the first sociology 

course of any British University which began in 1904. What can be ascertained from this 

network, and its culmination in the construction and contribution to a school, is that 

the Society is a think tank of activists using their considerable means to affect change 

in the city, and they have made substantial investments into the ongoing perpetuation 

of their ideologies. In total the formal London left consists of the Labour Party, a political 

institution with considerable sway in the active government, the Fabian Society, a supportive 

organization which is not regulated to the same standard as the official political party but 

is still has substantial means and significant publications, The Economist, a magazine which 

is expected to uphold the standards of a news organization, but is not legally affiliated with 

either the political party or the social organization, and a school where senior members of 

any of the preceding groups can propagate their ideas to younger generations. The London 

School of Economics and Political Science is located at Houghton St, London WC2A 2AE.

Section from Edward Weller’s 1868 Map of London locating The London School of Economics and Political Science

http://www.lse.ac.uk/home.aspx

http://www.fabians.org.uk/about/the-fabian-story/#NewStatesman



Chapter 6: Hackney Workhouse

 The affiliates of the London left were fighting against poverty and one of the largest 

institutions of its perpetuation, the Workhouse. The first poor house (as they were then called) 

opened in the Parish of St. John in Hackney. Although the Workhouses were initiated as an 

attempt to aid the poor they overlooked the circumstances which led people to seek their shelter, 

which was truly considered a last resort. As referenced by The Societies’ Tim Horton in From 

Workhouse to Welfare, James Stewart Davy, the chief inspector of the Poor Law Division of the 

local Government Board, gave evidence to the 1905-1909 Royal Commission (the group to whom 

Webb’s Minority Report was addressed) setting out the rules for the Workhouse. “The work 

should be both irksome and unskilled. You have got to find work which anybody can do, and 

which nearly everybody dislikes doing. You have got to give him something like corn-grinding 

or flint-crushing, cross-cut sawing, or some work of that sort, which is laborious and wholly 

unskilled.” This was not only a fight against poverty and inequality; it was the fight against 

intentionally keeping the poor in deplorable conditions. The residents of the Workhouses 

did not happen to fall into appalling conditions, they were deliberately pushed there. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/uk/london/9448019/The-surprising-history-of-

Hackney.html

http://www.workhouses.org.uk/life/inside.shtml

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/hospitalrecords/details.asp?id=63&page=25

http://www.fabians.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/FromWorkhousetoWelfare.pdf
http://www.fabians.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/FromWorkhousetoWelfare.pdf


Chapter 7: The Shape of Law
 

 Beatrice Webb, 1909 The Minority Report of the Royal Commission on the Poor Law 

argued for the abolition of the Workhouses and the creation of a modern welfare 

state. Webb served on the Royal Commission with her cousin Charles, however 

they were in the minority faction with a few other Fabian-Liberals, and were largely 

outweighed by the majority in favor of keeping conditions in Workhouses bleak.

 The New Poor Law of 1834 has been characterized as, “regressive social reform ”. The 

“reform” was fueled by the assumption that if conditions were not heinous enough, the otherwise 

self-sufficient may be tempted to rely on governmental aid . The pervasive general thought was 

that the poor were the cause of their own problems, not victims of circumstance. The Poor Laws 

were an attempt at preventing poverty by making it punishable. This approach completely ignores 

the social structures which lead to such circumstances, much like the politics of present day.

http://www.workhouses.org.uk/poorlaws/newpoorlaw.shtml

6.  Horton, T. 2009. A Short Guide to the Minority Report. In From Workhouse to Welfare. London: The 
Fabian Society.
7.  Depressingly in appears that nothing has changed, governments are largely afraid of social programs, 
certainly of expanding them, for fear that they will be abused somehow making people lazy.



Chapter 8: The Appeal Is Dismissed.

 The People of the Community of Hackney wish to propose the facade of the Boris 

Limited Warehouse be treated as a convex lens. The aged face has countless stories to tell, 

recorded innumerable moments, transgressions, and salvations over the course of its hundred 

year observation of the many reincarnations of this neighborhood. This building is rooted in the 

history of the area as well as ongoing narrative of the liberal political parties and organizations. 

The red brick has recorded, like the all-seeing eye of CCTV, the evolution of a diverse region 

and the history of a political group. Now with its renovation it may be turned into a projector, 

declaring its records of balloon rides from Mermaid Tavern, the falling of the first bomb of 

World War I, the aristocrats pig-swinging and horse paddling, and the riots of 2011. “In Berlin 

they labour to exorcise the past. In Hackney we must train ourselves to exorcise the future.” 

There is so much preoccupation with development that it has begun to pollute the present 

with greed and blindingly misplaced ambition, and the past is becoming marginalized, erased, 

and replaced. Neither should the gentrification of East London continue, nor should the 

fabric the neighborhood is built on be demolished. What is suggested is some live/work/play 

community space which boasts as an interior, all that the exterior of Boris Limited offers. This 

rebirth belongs to the indigenous immigrants, mediators between wealthy and impoverished, 

past and future, decay and rejuvenation. Modernity is a game with invisible pieces. Boris 

Limited is a manifestation of the collective memory of these pawns built into bricks and 

mortar. These remnants now have the opportunity to be made visible through a projecting face. 

L. Stamps

8.  Sinclair, I. 2009. Hackney, That Rose-Red Empire. London: Hamish Hamilton


